This book proposes a new model for understanding religious debates in the churches of England and Scotland between 1603 and 1625. Setting aside 'narrow' analyses of conflict over predestination, its theme is ecclesiology -the nature of the Church, its rites and governance, and its relationship to the early Stuart political world. Drawing on a substantial number of polemical works, from sermons to books of several hundred pages, it argues that rival interpretations of scripture, pagan and civil history, and the sources central to the Christian historical tradition lay at the heart of disputes between proponents of contrasting ecclesiological visions. Some saw the Church as a blend of spiritual and political elements -a state church -while others insisted that the life of the spirit should be free from civil authority. As the reign went on these positions hardened and they made a major contribution to the religious divisions of the 1640s. 
This is a series of monographs and studies covering many aspects of the history of the British Isles between the late fifteenth century and the early eighteenth century. It includes the work of established scholars and pioneering work by a new generation of scholars. It includes both reviews and revisions of major topics and books, which open up new historical terrain or which reveal startling new perspectives on familiar subjects. All the volumes set detailed research into our broader perspectives and the books are intended for the use of students as well as of their teachers.
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N O T E O N T H E T E X T
The dates in the text take the year to have begun on 1 January, although in all cases I have given the date of published works as it appears on the title page. I have followed the ESTC where attributions needed to be made, and the Bodleian Library Pre-1920 catalogue of printed books in cases where the ESTC was silent. Unless otherwise noted, biographical information is taken from the Oxford dictionary of national biography. I have not supplied biographical details for the writers mentioned in this study, since this information is now easily available in the ODNB, and in the thesis from which the present book is derived. 1 Quotations retain original spelling and punctuation. Long omissions and emendations are signalled by square brackets, while shorter omissions are signalled by ellipses.
Throughout, conformist is used to indicate those who sought to defend the Church from either Catholic or Protestant critics. I have not found it either useful or strictly helpful to provide, as others have, a further division of this category, whether moderate or avant garde, nor have I written of either moderate or radical critics of the Church. Instead, those who were obviously critical are referred to as reformists. This was a term widely enough used by writers such as Henoch Clapham, who said of a contemporary that: 'He differs much from the most of our Reformists here at home.' 2 In addition, reformist comes the closest to summing up the ecclesiological position of the various writers to whom I have attached the term -the reform, but not the disestablishment of the Church. The word dissenter(s) does figure in the literature, but given the associations attached to the term by students of Restoration ecclesiology, I have chosen not to use it. I have, however, employed the term non-conformity in cases where the policies and punishments associated with Jacobean conformity are under discussion.
3 In no case do I employ the word puritan, and I have set out my reasons for not doing so in the appropriate place. 4 While the term Anglican does occur in the contemporary literature, it has subsequently acquired a particular meaning that Jacobean writers did not intend, and hence does not appear here.
5
Doctrine is used in the contemporary sense -the liturgical and scriptural position of the Church -while discipline refers to the means -subscription, episcopal visitation, deprivation -by which conformity was enforced; this too was the contemporary understanding of the term.
